Getting a Russian Visa

Every foreigner needs a visa to go to Russia. Visa to Russia must be obtained from the Russian embassy or Russian consulate in the country of citizenship. Russian visa also may be obtained fron the Russian consulate in the country of residence / work if having special permit.  A copy of this permit must be attached to your documents when applying for your visa support  and for your Russian visa. 
In order to get it, you need to get an official invitation (aka visa support ) from Russia first and then apply for the  Russian visa at the Russian consulate. You can also have a local agent do all this for you. 
Some times Russian consulates seem difficult to deal with. To guide you through the possible troubles we provide some additional details about Russian consulates 
Here are three easy steps to get your Russian visa
Step 1: Getting an Invitation ( visa support )
First, you need an invitation to apply for a Russian visa.
The INVITATION may be for BUSINES ( COMMERCIAL ) visa, for TOURIST visa or for WORKING visa.

BUSINESS INVITATION may be in paper form ( original ) or in form of TELEX.
Original of Invitation letter may be processed only in Russia by accredited organizations through ex-OVIR, now FMS ( Federal Migration Service ), or through MFA  ( Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs ).
For citizens of European Union original may also be issued in form of Invitation letter by a company accredited with MFA and having special permit for issuing such invitation letters. 
Invitation in original ( if in paper form ) must be shown at Russian consulate when applying for a visa, but many times for the consulate it is enough if you have a copy of invitation. We strongly advice, inquire at the consulate every time before you apply for visa to Russia if they accept copies. 

Telex visa support is being sent from  Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs directly to the Consulate on your choice. You have only the reference number for your visa-support application. We associate it with number of Telex-visa-support. At the Consulate you only supply your Telex-number received from us, and of course, attach all the necessary documents. Telex-visa support gives you possibility for urgent visa processing ( Express visa issuing ) at the consulate because now Telex visa support is applicable for guests of National Bodies. 
This document will be necessary to obtain a business visa to Russia.

1. Clear scanned copy of the photo/information page from your passport, and clear scanned copy of all previous Russian visa(s) in current passport emailed to info@bsclub.ru. The copy must be legible or we will not be able to obtain the invitation for you.

2. Print and fill out our Business Invitation Request Form for Russia completely. All items on the form must be completed in full, giving particular attention to your entry and exit dates into and out of Russia. Incomplete request forms may delay the processing time. 

Summary for BUSINESS / COMMERCIAL invitations:
Period of stay: 1 day to 12 months 
Entries: Single-, Double or Multiple entry
Flexibility: No reservations, no business in Russia required
Processing time: 1 to 21 working days depending on the price
Comprises: Fax or telex of the official invitation from Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, itinerary & cover letter (upon request). Originals can be sent by post or courier service. 
Price:  $30 to $300

Tourist Invitation  - TOURIST VOUCHER  - Tourist visa support    
Tourist invitation is a special letter in form of TOURIST VOUCHER issued by a Russian authorized tourist company.  Tourist voucher is certifying that you have booked and paid a list of services : accommodation at a hotel, transfers, excursions etc.
Usually consulates accept fax copy of voucher and do not ask for originals.
Period of stay with a tourist visa can not be more 30 days.  Recommended period of staying 2-3 weeks, if it is more – at the consulate you may be asked for a proof of payment for accommodation.  Tourist voucher may be for single or double entry visa, but summary period of stay – not more 30 days.

SUMMARY FOR TOURIST VOUCHER

Period of stay: 1 to 30 days 
Entries: Single- or Double entry
Flexibility: No hotel reservations required
Processing time: 1 to 24 hours
Comprises: Fax or e-mail (scanned) copy of the Reservation confirmation and the Tourist voucher (usually a copy is sufficient to get the visa) These are all the documents needed to get a Russian visa. Originals can be sent by post if required by the consulate.
Price:  $35 (24 hours processing)
WORKING VISA INVITATION ( WORK PERMIT )

Work visa to Russia usually is being processed for persons who are planning to have an  official job in Russia. But the foreigner may work officially only in the company indicated in his working visa and work permit. And a foreigner having Work visa can stay in Russia 10-12 months without going out. There is no obligation to exit Russia if you have your Working visa.
If you are not planning to work in Russia, but you need to stay here more than 90 days in the period of 6 months, we supply you to get Working visa to Russia.

SUMMARY FOR WORKING VISA / WORK PERMIT

Period of stay: 365 DAYS
Entries: Multiple entry
Flexibility: No job in Russia required
Processing time: 6-9 weeks
Comprises: Original of 90-days Single entry visa invitation must be presented at the consulate. Upon arrival this visa is changed into Multy entries visa for the period of work permit ( 1 year from the date of issue ).
Price:  $1000
If you're not sure which type of visa you need, do not hesitate to contact us by e-mail: info@bsclub.ru
There are also private and student invitations available. In order to get them, you have to contact your friends / education instituation (e.g. language schools) in Russia. Be aware that these invitations usually take about a month to process, require lots of paperwork, and the originals should be presented to the consulate. But with student visas you get visas with unlimited stay, so it may be an advantage.

 Step 2: Prepare the Documents
Once you have your invitation (Russian visa support), you need to prepare the following documents to apply for your Russian visa: 
• Your Passport(Should be valid at least 3 months after your Russian visa will expire and contain at least one clear page - for the visa)
• Passport-size Photograph
(Should be recent and good quality)
• Consulate Application Form
(Available either at the Russian consulate where you will apply or through a travel agency if you choose full visa processing services)
• Consulate-Specific Documents
(Almost all consulates will require an HIV certificate if you are traveling to Russia for 3 months or longer or require a multiple-entry visa. 
In case you apply for a business visa, some consulates may require a letter from your employer)


Step 3: Apply for a Russian Visa
Finally, you need to submit all your documents, including your visa support, to the Russian consulate. You can either do it by yourself, or through a local travel agency. 
Travel agencies usually charge from $30 to $80 for their services but allow you to save your time and usually know the consulate's requirements very well, so you won't have to research that.
Personally to the Russian Consulate  
Download the latest visa application form from the Russian consulate's website in your country and fill it out. 
Prepare all the documents above and check with the consulate website if that is enough.
Make sure whether the consulate accepts a copy of invitation (visa support) or needs an original.
Apply to the consulate in person or by post. You will need to pay the consular fee and present (send) the documents and the invitation (visa support).
Get your visa and have a nice trip to Russia!
The whole process will take you approximately:
1 day (research)
1 day (queue at the consulate - if you apply in person)
1 hour to 15 working days (depending on your visa type and how much you pay) 
You will need to pay the consular fee, which depends on the type of visa, the country where you apply, and your citizenship.
Single-Entry, processing time 6 - 8 business days:
USA: $100
UK: £30
France: 54 EUR
Single-Entry, same-day processing:
USA: $300
UK: £90
Multiple-Entry, processing time 6 business days:
USA: $100
UK: £100
Multiple-Entry, same-day processing:
USA: $450 
UK: £150
Step 4: Once in Russia, Register Your Visa    
So you obtained the Russian visa, finalized your travel arrangements, and now arrived to Russia. You have 3 business days (excluding weekends and holidays) to register your visa. 
THIS IS THE TRAVELER’S RESPONSIBILITY TO COMPLY WITH THIS LAW STATED BY THE RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT.

• If you are staying in a hotel:
The hotel will usually register your visa. The charges are from $0.5 to $20.

• If you are staying in an apartment or with friends:
The landlord of the apartment you're staying in should fill out a special registration form and submit it to any post office or immigration authorities office. It will cost them about $5 and take about an hour of their
time.
For more information on Russian Visa registration, see our Page Visa registration.
Additional details about Russian consulates
Russian consulates do not usually work according to a specified set of rules. Often it is up to the consul to decide the policy of every particular consulate towards the applicants. Way to Russia experts are in constant contact with the consulates and experts in the field to bring you the latest country-specific info that will help you make sure your visa application is accepted.
Below we present the facts about Russian consulates in different countries..

Sweden:
If you are getting a tourist Russian visa in Sweden then you are in trouble. In January 2006 a new consul was appointed who was apparently given orders to catch spies. So now if you want to apply for a tourist visa in the Russian consulate in Sweden you need to present a confirmation that your hotel stay was fully paid (issued by the same company that issued your visa support together with the hotel). You will also need to present originals of all documents. If all this is OK for you, then you don't need to read further. For those, who are concerned, there are two solutions:
Solution 1): You can get a business invitation. In this case the purpose of your trip should be providing consulation to the inviting organization. If you are a young person and unemployed, then there's a special type of business visa called "youth connections" visa, which means you're traveling to Russia to establish links between the two countries. If you apply through this site, specify you need this one in the Comment field of the application form. Please, note, that a business invitation is usually more expensive and take 5 to 10 days to process. So, if you're in a rush, you've got another solution.
Solution 2): You can apply for a tourist Russian visa in Norway, Denmark, Finland or any other EU country (except Germany and Switzerland as the cosnulates there are sometimes a bit strict) using the same invitation. As far as we know, these consulates can even accept the documents by post.


Switzerland:
This is the only Russian consulate in Europe that ALWAYS requires originals for ALL business invitations. Everything else is fine.
The United States: 
Everything seems to be fine. They say that the best Russian consulate is in San Francisco (they piss off the least) and the worst is in Washington (there are beasts working there). You can apply for a visa by post.

Germany: 
The German nationals who don't have a permit of staying in another country have to go back to Germany to apply for a Russian visa. The Russian consulate in Bonn requires originals of the invitations for multiple entry visas. The tourist visas obtained in Berlin become valid only two days after they were issued. Everything else is fine.
  

The Netherlands & Belgium: 
The Russian consulates may sometimes require originals of business invitations (or telex). Copies of tourist invitations are ok). Tourist visas are processed in five days minimum. The consulate in Hague will refuse you a visa if you are getting a tourist one and state in the purpose of your trip that you are visiting friends or doing business. Everything else is fine.
  

France & Italy: 
The Russian consulates may sometimes require originals of business invitations (or telex), but it's better to try with a copy first. Some Russian travel agencies have representatives in France, who are able to submit a copy to the embassy as well (the agency we work with does).
In France, the consulate in Paris has long queues, but the consulate in Marseilles does not. Also, it can be easier to negotiate some stuff in Marseilles, than in Paris. 
Everything else seems to be fine.
  

Great Britain: 
The Russian consulate in London have long queues, so it's better to submit the documents by post (it works very well). If you submit all the documents by post, most likely the visa will be ready very quickly. See their address, email, and web site in Russian Consulates section.
Also, they require originals of business invitations (or a telex).
The consulate in Edinburgh loses telexes of business invitation sometimes.
Everything else is fine.
A tip from our reader: "Queues [in London Russian consulate] can be avoided by getting things done before the summer rush (June onwards) or arriving very early in the morning. I get there at 0515 and am invariably first in the queue. By 0915, I've submitted my paperwork and paid the cashier. A small foldable seat, an umbrellla, a good book and some food. Starbucks (Coffee) opens at 0700. I have met loads of interesting people in the queue, often on their second day since the first time they didn't arrive early enough. There is a premium rate telephone line (at least there was in 2005 May - now i don't know) [the number is 0906 550 89 60 - £1 per min - WTR] where you can prebook times and just turn up avoiding the queue but I've never used it. My method is not the easiest BUT it has certainty - nothing lost in the post. - Les"
The Baltic States (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania): 
Originals of business invitations (or telex) are sometimes required. Of the three countries, the easiest consulate to deal with is said to be in Estonia. Everything else is fine.
  

China: 
Originals of the invitations are always required. 
The consulate in Beijing issues Russian visas only for Chinese citizens and the foreigners who have an official status in China (working, studying) or residence permit. 
The consulate in Shanghai issues Russian visas for everybody, including travelers. The consulates are OK with issuing tourist visas for up to 1 month long. It is recommended to apply at the Russian consulate in Shanghai. Everything else is fine.
  

Mongolia: 
Many travelers get refused their Russian visa in Ulan-Bataar (the Russian consulate there is exceptional in its behaviour), so it is highly recommended to apply for your Russian visa elsewhere.
  

Japan: 
Russian consulates in Japan may ask (but this is not compulsory) so called itinerary . As for the originals of the documents, it is adviseable to check if  it  would be required but only a few people really need it.  The rest get their visas with the copies. If you apply for your visa support through this site, in case you need the itinerary, the travel agency will provide it to you for free. Everything else is fine.
  

Australia: 
The Russian consulate in Sydney seems to be difficult to deal with. If you can apply in Canberra, it will be easier to arrange a visa with them. Everything else is fine.

